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On "April 14, 1970, Special Agent (SA 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) determined rrom the 
of the Ansonla Station, United States Post Office, i960 Broadway, 
Hew York City, that a change of address was submitted By 6TAHIEY - 
LEVIS ON from l84l Broadway, Hew York City to 110 Bast 59th Street, 
Hew York City, 14th floor. The change of address for the Park -> 

tl avh a ^A«*%A«ie ^4 avi • A41 en^4 a Pa* e 4- Vji 

fiwiBgcuiviiv fiMavuiwAW v *m 

Incorporated; Loewl-Vells Corporation an< 

2204 Cedar Avenue, Bronx, Hew York. 

** » ^ * -mm m .* # ‘ 

* • ' _ - * . •* 

i The Bronx telephone directory 

at the address of 2204 Cedar Avenue, u 
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- , According to STANLEY LEVISOH, he was geWing but bf : .: 

the real _{JJ a J e bu8 J ne8S ***d going Into buslnesa with JOE FUNER 

wf« a » 8 ? **5*^ * as buying into a brokerage house and he. IfYlSON. 
was going to take an office with FIINER. • _ ... „ TT • ?.. 
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The "Dally World" la an aaat coast 
communist dally newspaper. '* ' 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE \ 

VZD11U buixau op investigation 



TWNkBvLfiie 100-392452 
MYfile 100-111180 


Mew York, Hew York 

May 6, 1970 
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Title 


Stanley David Levlson 


Character 

Reference 

- Agent (SA) 
at New Yor 



Racial Matter * f ■ - 1 - ■ 

Internal Security-C OvC^ 

Is Bade to report of Special - 
bloned as above ~ 


dated and captJ 
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UNITED STATES CC^^RNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO Aj Bisector. FBI (^oW*' 100*392452 

W ■ 

*ac. HEW YORK (100-111180) 

iQe 


> HATE 8/18/71 




mo. 


suwect: STANLEY DAVID XEVI SON 

EM,IS-C 
(00:NY) 


Cards VTD 

lB fcPf 06 



Be: 


1 — Hi it recommended that a Security lades Card Be 
prepwed 00 the above-caplioned individual. 


fj H The Security lades Card on the captioued individnal should 


be dtaaged as follows cptcify e kmge anfyj: 


Name 


Aliases 

- * 

( 1 Native Boss ,._t_ 
I lNaturahicd 
□ Alien 

Tab 

□ Priority!.. - 
1~"1 Priority n 

□ Priority ID 

| 1 ANA f~1 IFF 

□ AWC □ COMMUNIST 

□ »NT □ JFG 

□ min □ PLP am* D»C . pw? 

□ NO! □ FFA □ SOS □ •PL 

Dau of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Race 

lea 

pi Male 
O Fe-ale 

Business Address, Name of E^loyisg Concern sad Address, 
Nature of EnployiKOl. sad Union Affiliation, if say. 

UNIVERSAL NICKEL CORPORATION 
919 3rd AVENUE 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

Residence Adfrcss 


Key Facility Dau 

Geographical Reference M — her 
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pD STATES DEPARTMENT OF Jf^TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ft 1 


NEW YCRK, NEW TORE 
August l8 f 1971 






SUBJECT: 

CHARACTER: 

REFERENCE: 


STANLEY DAVID LEVI SON 
EM, IS-C 

NEW YORK REPORT DATED 5/6/70 


Referenced communication contained subject’s residence and/or employment 
address. A recent change has been determined and is being set forth below (change 

only specified): 


Residence: 





Employment: UNIVERSAL NICKEL CORPORATION - - 
919 3rd AVENUE 
NEW YORK, SEW YORK 


tw. ^ 





T hit document contains neither recomm t m dtdi o n* mar mkIw(m< of Ike FBI. Bit Ike frep trt y of ike FBI md 
I* leant d to yam agency; ft and ft« content* me mot to ha di*trikta*d oat* id* yam agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 
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1 

Paget a) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or mote of the following etatenente, whan 
Indicated, explain this deletion. ; 


EJ Deleted under exemptioo(s) 


k2Sk 


with no aegregable 


material available for release to you. 


D Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Document! a ) originating with the following government agencyties) 

was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Paget a) referred for consultation to the following government agencyties); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

he advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Pagets) withheld for the following reason(a): 


I I For your information: 


0 The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

4 /I •! J ** *> M J jfl 

SVCJ - “X/A 
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i 

i 

t 

} 
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XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


DELETED PAGEtS) 1 
! NO DUPLICATION FEE i 
FOR THIS PAGE X 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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UNITED STA*^ GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-Z9&&) 


'SECRET 

iuw: SfP 1 <i 
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SAC, an YORK (100-111180) (P, igw-gSS^ 

SIAKIH LEVI SON ... 

2Mj IS-C 

(OOsKY) 


ReWrep of SA JAMES P. O'CONNELL, doted y/6/70. 

building o? I 5B5 i w.sf' , |^ N A 5“iJ nu g c to '«“• 1» «n oportaont 
associated with the UniveTMi^Jf.?!?^ V He 11 currentJ 

3»? Av«-, M, NY, ond •» 


3rd Ave KY vv o.r 6 ;", 1 aickel Corporation, at 919~ ; 

i^jstsuns as g„?gaaLa;^a“ 
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE IHF0RMAT10N SHEET 
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Pageia) withheld entirely at tfaia location in the file. One or wore of the following statements, 
indicated, explain tfaia deletion. 


12 Deleted under exeoption(a) 


kL 


with no eegregable 


material available for releaae to you. 


CD information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name ia Hated in the title only. 


O Documents) originating with the following government ageocyfies) 


. was/ were forwarded to them for direct meponee to you. 


Pageta) referred for conaultatioo to the following government agencyiies); 

. as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page<s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


CD For your information: 


C3 The following o umber is to he used for reference regarding these 
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DELETED PAGEfS) 
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' " Memorandum 
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J UATL: 1 /^/ffi 


HEW YORK (100-11X180) 


*H. IHFOZaUROI 00 W 1 IMP 
HStEIB IS WCI4SSlflB) , 
— H*CEPT WBQtl shou > 

' Cards p-ti* «*- 

jf r 1 r — ' w*v ^r- y /r^ j w ^ / | 

,^0 ■a.ffig/Mg? _ 

_ "v^ a/jin /7 , 

fr g 7 ^ 


He: 


ADEX 


-A BES - 



(■■••i: I ffl Card nO»C«n» chanced fapeclfy chance only) I I Subject wwt d (once bet 


attached) 


ues 


Tab 


□ Native hen 


I 

# 

i 1 fjlnfliiicv 

m Aliol /’I 

[ j nwniy u 


£$3 flv <C<j 

Xj CATEGORY, 


□ «A 

Z 3 AWC 

HjBNT 


□ hPP 

CD COMMUNIST 

D jrc 


I I MIX 
□ NOt 


I I PLP □ PRN r~lINC 

□ PPA l~~ISDS 0 *PL 

[— I Miaceltaaeona (Spteify) 


I I swp| 

□ «hT>^ r 


-ic of Birth 


place of Birth 


Race 


Sex 


□ Pe»ale 


si neat Addict*, Name of Employing Concern tad Address, 
* lure of Eaployocol, sad Uaioo Affiliation, Many, 


Re aid race Address 
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•te «M M, MR. || 

UNITED STATw GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

i rector, FBI (100-392*52) 

C. MEW YORK (lOO-UilSO) (c) 

BTANLET DAVIlJaEVISON 
SM-C T 

Befererce: Mew York report of 8A| 



( © 
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DATE: 5/3/f2 


fV» 


tONFlENTlAt 


ill xironunoR oo nun 
heriib is UI CLASS IFIM) X 
PCEPI WHERISHORI 


5/6/70. 




RESIDENCE: 

IMPLOTMERT: 


This letter is ubnittcd in lieu of i report inaetnuch u so 
pertinent data hae been developed aince date of referee oed eouaifr- 
cation. FD-305 aocloeed^g^ 

E Bubjec t’a awployaent B reaidence 
Bourci 


OSubj 




ioc^yRnsiB|id to 





mr 100-in. 

I* S3 Subject** aane is included in the ADEX. 

? E U e data "l**"®* on the ADEX Card are carrent. 


* * 


| I—. b C»ITC«K 

“ ' A “ X C,,d *««»« -d Fon FD-11J niminti «, 


. * - ^ - • — 

■ * r- *. * 

CON^TIW. 


the Bureau. 

4. E A writable photograph QQ in pi, *>1 nvailabie. * /* * 
Date photograph was taken - 






*♦ O Subject is employed in a hey facility and 


charged with security responsibility, laterestedlge^ 


t 


6. □ this report is classified 
(state reason) 


* ^ < - ' -* r * • ' 'v 

7. D Subject previously interviewed (dates) * 

CX Subject was sot jginterviewed because (state mumi Wi _ I * - 

s£s*&saa. - »°gs^s£ B 

s»s c'E.vi&^nTE pro<iucti « ““ 


8. tZ3This cane no longer meeu the ADEX criteria and a ■-* 

letter has been directed to the Baea a reconvening cancellation 




* - ■ ♦ 

s , , .\ 

i ^ ‘ r 

rnr- * w ^ w YS 

* * c. 

_* 


*0. £3 Subject's ADEX card is tabbed Category nj f—j II nm ci tv " *. J 

g3 Subject's activities warrant such tabbing because (state rennoru^See #9 i 1 

11- C Security Flash Notice (FD- 165) to Identification Division: : _ 

(*) Submitted — 5/2/72^ Placed Q Yes □ No 


12* O Subject is Extremist in Category I of ADEX and Stoftjfrtise Uslbeet^ihced 

" ' }00-3?A(JsZ-3L\ 


NHAt 
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Page<sl withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or wore of the following ate lament*, 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


E) Deleted under exemption(e) k 1 t>7 C. 


with no aepe^ble 


materia] available for release to you. 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
CD Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


I I DocumentU) originating with the following government agencyiies) 


, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s> referred for consultation to the following government agencytjes); 


as the information originated with them. You will 


be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Pagets) withheld for the following reaaon(s); 


I I Far your information: 


IS The following number is to be used for reference regarding these 
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XXXXXX 
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XXXXXX 


DELETED PAGE(S> 1 
\ NO DUPLICATION FEE i 
FOR THIS PAGE f 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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SUPPLEMENTAL CORRELATION SUMMARY ^^.5. - - 

(See Correlation Summaries dated 3/31/60, 2/1 E/SErUiftr 9/1/67- * • 
as 100 t 392A52-127 # 239 and 286 respectively) ■ • : V*. ; ' 


> » 


cMt 


hi 


Date: -&7 

Date Searched: 11/22/T1 . 




Main Pile Mo: 100-392*52 

Subject: Stanle^DavlAevleon 

>.■ 

All logical variations of subject’s name and aliases were searched 
and Identical references were found as set out on page 2: 

This is a summary of Information obtained from a review of 
all "see” references to the subject in Bureau files under the names ... 
and aliases listed on page 2. All references under these names 
containing data Identical with the subject have been Included except 
any Indicated at the end of this summary under the heading REFERENCES 
NOT INCMIDED IN THIS SUMMARY. References indicated in the block as 
SI contain the same information as the foregoing serial although 
the information may have been received from a different source. 


- v. 


THIS SUMMARY HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR USE AT THE SEAT OF 
GOVERNMENT AND IS UoT SUITABLE FOR DISSEMINATION. iT is DESIGNED TO 
2 fNrtPRTS OF THE INFORMATION SET OUT IN EACH REFERENCE AND 

isr 



routing slip dat J 1 1 >u bioct does 

not lilt ABE* srnorla, Sicjj j|gg|^B 
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1/ iBorKStftnley David 

c l / - Stanley 

01/ moon, Stan 
Cl' orison, Stanley 
CL- in son, Stanley C. 

C b : nson, Stanley D. 

Ob nson, Stanley David 
Cl ' neon, Stanley 6. 

Ol - Bion, Stanley 
t b son. One 


0 


S cs/~i *) 4 


/ ©Lev iaon, S. 
^Levieon, S. D. 
OLevieon, Stan 
r OLevieon, Stanely 
r^Levieon, Stanley 
OLevieon Stanley S. 
Ole vi eon, Stanley D 
1 OLevieon, Stanley K 
OLevieon, Stoney 
(PLewieon, Stanley 



EN7DU. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


A . info . Additional Information appearing in 

this reference which pertains to 
Stanley David Levieon can be found in 
the main file or elsewhere in this 
summary. Thie information may have 
been received from a different source. 

5 Southern Christian Leadership Conference 


RELATIVES WHO HAVE BUREAU MAIN FILES 


. The relationship of Stanley Levieon was set forth in a 
t -ial of the main file on his relative, as follows: ^ 

* 3 RELATIONSHIP REFERENCE SEARCH 8L1P 

PAGE HUMBER 

f y Bennett Twin Brother 100 -39245 1*59 P»l#2 (26)^ 



< 
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o 



Die following additional sain files on relatives of Stanley - 
David Levi son were disclosed during preparation of this summary: 


# 


NAME 

Pearl Bennett 
Beatrice Levlson 


RELATIONSHIP 

Sister-in-law 

Wife 


PILE NUMBER 

100-440557 

100-440509 


GLOSSARY 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr President of SCLC, Atlanta, Qa. 




REFERENCE 


SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 




to hold a 


fad vised that on 10/5/66, Stanely Levlson planned 
his office, 1841 Broadway, NYC. Hunter Pitts 
O'Dell (100-356916) was to attend this meeting the purpose of which 
was unknown. * j 


g ai 


Add. Info. 


100-358916-351 P.D,0,1,13,14 

( 23 * 



\ 


3 - 


9 


3 

i 


i 

*4 


< « 
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m 

f, %* 

n 



O 

__ _ * CON^ENTIAL ^ 

On 10/29/66flHmV ad vised that Martin Luther King, Jr. 
had stated to Stanley TevTsoi^Tocallty not given) that Richard Russell , 
a multi-millionaire, was in favor of organizing a new company which 
would he half owned by the SCLC. The source further advised that on 
11/12/66 Levi son and Russell conferred as to a time when. they could 
discuss In detail Russell's willingness to set up a business for the SCLC/ 

This serial revealed that Russell was the owner of the 
American Dodge, Inc., Hartford, Conn. 

Add. info. 


100-445393-54 p. 1*4,5 
(17* 

SI 100-445393-109 p.28,29 
{17* (Add. info.) 


Bureau memo dated 4/27/67 concerned Martin Luther King and 
Stanley David Levlson. Xing had been under active and tight control of ' 
the communists with Levlson, a lawyer in Hew York and secret member 
of the CP, writing King's speeches and statements made to the public. 
They met at the Inn at the Xennedy Airport* and generally went over 
matters and various decisions as to what King was to do and say at 
various places. Levlson was a smooth, clever manipulator behind Xing 
in his activities. 

105-138315-5823 p.2 
(20f 


* NYC 

b* 

foroer » tdvised that on 5/11/67 Stanley Levlson 
and AndreJ^oung/axecutive Assistant to Martin Luther King, were In 
contact (locality not given). Young disclosed that Cora Veiss contacted 
him and advised that the North Vietnamese representatives in Stockholm, 
Sweden, would like to meet with a group from the US peace movement on 
5/15/67 in Paris, France. The North Vietnamese wanted an appraisal of 
the situation in the US. Levlson did not have faith in Velas' Judgment 
and felt she contrived the meeting. On 5/12/67 Levlson, Young and 
King discussed the above meeting. Levlson suggested that a group of 
responsible and reasonable people make an honest appraisal of the 
peace sentiment in this country and offer It to the North Vietnamese 
through an agency like the UN. Levlson promised to contact Veiss in 
An effort to dissuade her from making the trip to Paris and to urge 
her to follow recommendations that more influential people COODUnlCAte 

(continued) I 




V** * *■ 






9 


9 


* 

(continued) 
through the UN. 



This serial revealed that Veiss was the wife of Peter Velas 

f I'aft.AAa?! . 

1 / « 


i Ada. Info. 

138-11897-28 «p. 22,23 
( 17* 

bS- 

advised that on 7/19/67 there was a contact * 
fc Of Clarence Jones, and Stanley Levinson 
(locality not given). Jones remarked "it la this weekend for Harlan"* 
She wanted Martin Luther King to know "what is brewing in New York. 
Everybody was looking for somebody like Malcom X, but they would 
settle for King. All the rest of the leaders from Stokley (Carmichael) 
through Vhltney (Young) were Tor the birds'." 








i 



157-6-311-2092 p.i 

(28J- 


Bureau nemo dated 6/28/67 revealed that Stanley Levison 
and Clarence Jones, advisers to Martin Luther King, Jr., recently 
held a conference (locality not given) regarding future activities of 
SCLC. Jones Indicated that H. Rap Brown, leader of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (100-439190),- had been so won over 
by the Progressive Labor Party, a pro-Chinese Marxist -Leninist group, 
that he was not only useless but dangerous. Levison commented that 
Brown's actions were due either to immaturity or to insecurity* 

Add. info. 


100-439190-1447 p.l;ep.2,3 
( 12 * 



Add. info. 


100-361072-178 p.3 *3 

(ei'T 


(continued) 
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(continued) 





On l/lO/68|HHHHHP^d vised that TUdJa Crowder* who 
was affiliated with fn^NewTork Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy* 
discussed with Stanley Levlson a National Conference for New Politics 
(NCNP) Madison Square Carden Bally, NYC* 2/5/68* in defense of 
Or. Benjamin Spock and those indicted with him for urging resistance 
to the military draft. Crowder wanted Martin Luther King to attend 
the rally so King and Spock could unite on a platform and provide 
new leadership for the peace movement. Levlson opposed this Idea 
and suggested publishing a clear militant statement of the Issues 
involved, signed by a hundred major leaders throughout the country. 

On 1/10/66 Levlson counseled King regarding this proposed meeting 
indicating that King had to back Spock but he was not happy about 
King appearing on the NCNP platform. He also received King's opinion 
of his suggested statement. 

Add. Info. 


105-138315-875* p.l*2;ep.l-4 

(ITf 


b* 

b70j 


[ advised that on 1/22/68 Stanley Levlson 
(locality not given; was contacted by an unknown Individual from 
London* England* who stated he had come to the US on behalf of a 
canon of St. Paul's Cathedral named Collins. He was concerned with 
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(continued) 
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(continued) 



a proposed nee ting in London, at the end or February, 1968, to establish 
an International Ad Hoc organization for the purpose of conducting a 
aaes »ed la campaign against the Vietnam Var. He told Levlson of 
negotiations or discussions having been carried on in Western Europe 
and in the US regarding the above proposed meeting. ■ 
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Executive 



advised that on 1/31/68 William Rutherford, 

irector, SCLC, Atlanta, Informed Stanley Levlson of NYC, 
that Martin Luther King, Jr. would have "a clergy march on Monday "* 
This march was apparently in connection with King's visit to WDC. 


b *>6 


This serial revealed that on 2/5 - 6/66 the Clergy and 
Laymen Concerned About Vietnam (105-170160) held a conference and 
demonstration in opposition to the war in Vietnam in WDC. 


Add. info. 


105-170160-26 p.l;ep.l 
(17* 

advised that on 2/23/68 Stanley Levlson was 
going to meetKartln Luther King, Jr. at the Kennedy International 
Airport, NYC, to take him to the "Freedomways" Magazine sponsored 
affair at Carnegie Hall, NYC, that night. On 2/24/68 Levlson 
commented to Clarence Jones about this affair on 2/23/68. Referring 
to King's speech Levlson said that King read his speech as if he 
did not understand what he was reading and that King had never read 
anything as badly. 




This serial revealed that "Freedom ways" was published by 
Freedomways Associates, Inc. (100-434819)# and the aforementioned 
affair was In observance of the 100th Anniversary of the birth of 
W.E.B. DuBolS. 

Add. info. 
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The following references In the file captioned "Racial 
ters, Atlanta” pertain to the activities of Stanley Levi son, a 
York confidant and adviser to Martin Luther King from 4/5- 
>: in Atlanta, Qa. Levlson attended an SCLC Executive Staff 
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Staff members. King had been assassinated* 
Levlson was reportedly proceeding to King's funeral. 


HENCE 


SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


-6-2-2*118 p.2,3 
-2428 p.19 
-2449 p.l;ep.3,9 

. 4/4/68 
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The following references in the file captioned "Poor 
les Campaign” (POCAM) pertain to the activities of Stanley 
son from approximately 1/31/66 to 6/13/68 In Georgia and New 
Llvlson, a long-time secret CP member, was the principal 
iser to Martin Luther King, J r* He was in frequent contact 
SCLC headquarters advising SCLC leaders regarding finances 
the FOCAM which was sponsored by SCLC. LeVison refused to be 
Turther assistance to the SCLC unless Ralph D. Abernathy, SCLC 
5ldent, exercised proper control over the organisation to avoid 
r decisions. 


: HENCE 

-8428-109 p.l,2;ep.l,2 
-l6i p.l,2;ep. 1,2,4 
-248 p.l;ep.l,2 
-323 p.l;ep.l,2 
-392 ep . 2, 3 ; ou tgolngp . 2 
-453 p.l,2;ep.l-3 
-700 p.l, 2, -ep. 1-3, outgoing p.1-3 
-709 p.l,2;ep. 1,2, outgoing p.1,2 
-1095 P.2 
-2409 ep.1,2 


SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 
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16- ' 
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I8f 
18' 
18 r 


r, 
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Hunter Pitts O'Dell (100-358916) and Stanley Levlson (locality 
given) were to meet on 12/T/68 to discuss O'Dell's relationship V 
h the SCLC and the possibility that O'Dell could re-affillate 
n the SCLC and b ecome Involved with a planned movie on the life of I 
^ln Luther King. *i 

100-358916=373 P • 1 

w 
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continual 


The following references in the file captioned "Black 
Nationalist Movement" pertain to a discussion between Stanley 
Levi son and Larry Horowitz from Detroit , Mich., on 2/24/69 (locality 
not given) regarding proposing a statement to counteract Negro anti- 
Semitism. Levi son was to help Horowitz prepare the above statement 
placing the blame for the rash of anti-Semitic statements by militant 
blacks on the Christian community. The statement was to be Issued 
by the members of high standing in the Negro community and published 
over the period of 4/4 - 5/69 In the leading newspapers in the 

gentry. I«v1*nn , g prnpnggd enntaetg for endorsing thll Statement 

were set out. 


REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PACE NUMBER 

157-8415-34-44 p.l;ep.l cover pg.l (I8f 

-58 p.l;ep.l,2 (l&l 



/ This serial revealed that Vachtel was the Executive Ylce 
President of the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, NYC, formed for the 

iJ a •** 1 mm * 4 1 & * a Ktk < 1 , e n/t f aaKr t mtm _erf a! mmf ml tf 1 "1 

vi rniiu Vi uy»«~ vavawaw vava* 

rights protests. 



157-6-2-2678 p.ljsp.1,2 

U6f 


The following references In the file captioned "Martin 
Luther King, Jr." pertain to the activities of Stanley David Leviaon 

* * * .. , */ l a 1 - i. m — . ^ s - O mr\ /J 1 ji H rtC iCj\ 

V1U) Mng UQ/Qr IUS ASSOCXavCB 1 ru» w /ct/r» MV 

in Florida, Georgia and New York. Leviaon was the principal adviser 
to King In connection with SCLC problems and activities. He authored 
speeches and statements for King and advised him concerning his, Klntfs, 
position on Vietnam and the Middle East. 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


100-106670-2828 p.E,3, 6-11 , 13-17,19, 

Z3,Z9>30 

-2831 p.l;ep.l-3 
-2834 p.l;ep.l,2 
-2835 p.l;ep.l,2 
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reference 

100-106670-2836 p.l;ep.l-3 

-2663 p.l»2»ep.l-3 

-2867 ep.2 

-2879 p.lsep.1,2 

-2881 p.ljep.l 

-2864 p.l,2;ep.l-3 

-2869 p.l; outgoing p.l 

-2694 p.l;ep. 1,2, outgoing p.l#z 

-2697 p.l,2;ep.l-3 ^ • 

-2912 p.l, outgoing p.1,2 
-2913 p.l, outgoing p.1,2 
-2916 p.l;ep.l,2 
-2935 p.l, outgoing p.l,* 

-2988 p.l;ep.2,3 , 

-2970 p.1,2 (Summary) 

-2996 p.l,2;ep.l-3 . 

-2997 p.l, outgoing p.l,z 
a -3007 p.l,2;ep.l,4 
7 -3017 p.l;ep.l-3 

-3027 p.l; outgoing p.1,2 

-3038 p.l 

-3043 p.ljep.l, 3 

-3045 p.l;ep.l,3 

-3067 p.ljep.l, 2 

-3075 p.ljep.l, 2, outgoing p.1,2 

-3096 p.l;ep.l,2 

-3108 p.l,2jep.l-4 

-3111 p.l,2;ep.l-4 

-3200 p.l;ep. 1,2, outgoing p.1,2 

-3286 p.l,2;ep.l-4 

-3289 P.l#* , , 

-3341 p.l;ep.l-3 

-3402 p.l,2;ep.l-5 
-3595 P.l»2 
-3617 P»l#2 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



J* 


Th. fcno.ln g r.r.«nc.. ln 

Scott King" pertain to the activities ers ^ January , 1970 In 
and her associates f ran Approximate ly 7/ / the SCLC Research 

Georgia and New York. Levleon was m r e"tors of the Martin 

Committee. H. «*■* ■ e ? b * r °£ *$* fSSwn”, *4vl»*<> 

Luther King, Jr., Memorial He wrote her epeechee and 

counseled King on a variety of aattere. He wrote n 
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(< tinued) 


O 

.CUNfJ^NTlAl. 


c: red suggestions on her book "My Life with Martin Luther King, Jr." 

h -b praised by Martin Luther King, Sr., father of Martin Luther King, 

J and disliked by the individual In charge of the Memorial Center* 




1 HENCE 


SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


C 
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052-35 P.2,3 

*36 p.l 

~kH ep.1,3 
-45 P.l 
-46 p.l -3 
-59 P-1,2 



t 

o ^ 


bib 


advised that during the first part of June, 

Stanley Levison (locality not given) discussed with Harry 
tel certain aspects of the Martin Luther Xing, Jr., Memorial 
er (KLKMC) and Vincent Gordon Harding's (100-446519) connection 
ewlth. Levison commented on Harding’s general demeanor. 



Ac d. info. 


100-448519-11 p.B,2,7 
(17f 


The following references in the file captioned "Communist 
1 luence in Racial Matters'* pertain to Stanley 2>. Levison from 
t roxlmately 1/17/66 to the latter part of January, 1970 in Georgia, 

> York, Virginia and VDC. Levison was on the SCLC Executive 
Iff as a Director and general supervisor of the SCLC NYC office. 

} acted as an adviser and consultant to the SCLC leadership 
i luding the late Martin Luther King, Jr. and Xing's widow, Coretta 
5 tt King, on matters concerned with strategy, organization, finances, 
; : ides and activities. Levison helped organize the Southern 
C istlan Leadership Foundation, the tax arm of SCLC. He wrote SCLC 
i eches and participated in SCLC meetings and affairs. He was note<^ 
t one of the most devoted supporters and advisers of SCLC. Levison " 
i o was on the national Executive Board of the American Jewish 
( (Tress. 
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100-442529-2059 p.l,2;ep.l,3,5 
-2114 p.B f l, 4-9,13,14 
-2116 p.lA,32-59,68 
-2118 p.l*2;ep.l,2 

-2130 p.l,2;ep. 2,5,6 
-2131 p.li*p.l>2 
-2135 p.l;ep.l,4 
-2136 p.l;ep.l,4,5 
-2141 p.l,2;ep.l,2 
-2149 p.l,2;ep.l-3,5 
-2154 p.l;ep.l-3 
-2167 p.l;ep.l,2,4 
-2169 p.l 

-2176 p.l t 2;ep.l-3, 5,« 
-2183 p.l,2;ep.l-3 
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-2572 p.B,E,lA,47,49 
-2631 p.ljep.1,2 
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REFERENCE 


SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


100-A42529-2632 p.l;ep.l ,2 
-2640 p.l;ep.l ,2 

-2672 p . 1 ; ep . 1 , 2 

-2756 p.B,C,2,l8,19 
-2644 p.l;ep.l ,2 
-2658 P*B,C,2, 24,25 , 
-2948 p.1,5-7, 9 - 12 , 14,28 
-2962 p.ljep.1,4 

-3012 p. 1,2 



The following references in the file captioned "Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference" pertain to the activities of Stanley 
David Levison in connection with this organization from approximately L / 
6/19/65 to the middle of September, 197^ 1° GeorRia, TlUnMa. New '-V 

, Virginia and VDC. _ 

Levison was a former 


Vftrlf- ppnnsvl ya nift. 

•Site 



[nr memoer 01 tne 

gr&vitatea to the SCLC. He subsquently became the principal 
advisor of Martin Luther King, Jr. on SCLC activities and policies 
Including agreeing with violence and preparing a statement on the 

•mergence of anti-semitism. Levison was a member of the Executive 

Committee of SCLC Board of Directors and general supervisor of the 

NYC SCLC Office. He participated In the Initial organization of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Foundation, the "tax arm" of SCLC. 

He attended SCLC meetings, wrote speeches and statements for and gave 
advice and counsel to SCLC leaders on policy and finances. levison 
was dissatisfied with the administration of SCLC President Ralph D. 
Abernathy and Abernathy detested him. Levison appeared to be 
continuing a determined effort to achieve a stronger Influence in SCLC 
operations. Levison also was on the Executive Board of the American 
Jewish Congress. 


REFERENCE 

100-438794-1663 p.l;ep.l ,2 

-1763 p.l, 2 ;ep.l ,2 
-1773 p.ljep.1-3 
-1774 p.l;ep.2,3 
-1779 p.l ;ep.l ,2 
-1791 p.l;ep.l ,2 
-1794 p. 1,2 
-1795 P.l *2 

— 1796 p«l, 2 ;ep.l ,2 
-1789 p.l-3;ep.l*3 
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SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


100 -438794 -1820 ~p.l 

-1828 -p.l, 2 
-1832-p.l 
-I836~p.l;ep.l,2 
- 1838 . p . 1 -3, 6-12,14-46, 48, 49 
-l843-p.l,2;ep.l,3 
-l86l -p.l;ep. 1-3 
-l866-p.l;ep.3>4 
• -1871-^ep.l 

-1873" p.E, 1,10, 11, 14,15, 17-20, 
22-25,28-30,34,35 
-l879'P.l;ep.l-3 
-1911-P.13, 14 
-1917-p.l,2;ep.l-3 
-1927-P.1 
-1928 p.1-3 
-1930 p.l;ep.l,3 
-1937 ep.l 
-1965 p.l;ep.l,2 
-1974 p.l;ep.l,5 
-2030 p.l;ep.3,4 
-2037 p.l;ep.l,2 
-2068 p.C,10,15 
-2083 p.B,2-19, 21-30 
-2090 p.l;ep.2,3 

-2106 p.l 
-2114 p.l;ep.l 
-2118 p.l 


-2127 p.l 
-2136 p.l 
-2137 P.l 
-2145 p.l 
-2146 p.l 
-2150 p.l 

-2151 P.l 
-2152 p.l 
-2155 P.l 
-2161 p.l 
-2179 P.l 
-2195 P.l 
-2197 P.l 
-2198 p.l 
-2201 p.l 
-2219 p.l 
-2224 p.l 
-2233 P.l 


ep.l, 6 
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ep.1-3 

ep.5 

ep.1-5 

ep.1-3 

2;ep. 1-8, outgoing p.2 
2;ep.l-6 

2jep.l-5 
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2;ep.l,2 
ep.l , 2 

2, outgoing pg.1,2 
ep.l, 2 
ep.l, 2 

ep . 1 , 2 
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100-438794 -2238 T> .1,2 

-2239^.0,10,11 
-2242- p.l, 2; ep. 1-7 
-2296-p.l,2;ep.l-3 
-2312'P.l;ep.l,2 
-2335 p.E, 1,10, 11, 14-20,23, 
24,27,28,35 
-2345-p. 1,3-29,33 
-2360 -p.l;ep. 1,2 
-2380 p.l;ep.l 
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-2389>ep.l,2 

-2453' " 
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- +53'P.l;ep*l 
-2475^p. 1 
-2476- p.l 

-2477-p.l,2;ep.3,4,ll 

-2493 / p.lj«p.l,2 

-250?-p.l,2jep.l,2 

-2510 Tp.ljep.1,3 
-2521-p.l;ep.2,3 
-2524-p . 1 ; ep . 1 , 2 
-2528-p.l;ep.l,2 
-2592^.1,2 
-259o^p.l;ep.l 
-2645 p.ljep.1,5 
-2691 p.l, 2;ep.l-3 
-2709 p.l 
-2715 p.l;ep.l-3 

-2726 p.l;ep.l,2 
-2729 p.1-5 
-2770 p.l;ep.l,2 
-2771 p.l 

-2792 p.E,P, 1,6,7, 11,14-20,24, 
26,27,37 

-2802 p.2 

-2815 ep.2 
-2817 p.l;ep.l,3 

-2837 p.l,2;ep.l,2 

-2870 p.l 

-2912 p.l;ep.l,2 

-2924 p.E, 1,6,11, 16-18, 20, 25,35 

-2954 p.l;ep.l,2 

-2961 p.3 

-2988 p.l;ep.l,4 

-3096 p.E,l, 4,6,14,25 
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REFERENCES NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY 



The following references on Stanley Levi son maintained In 
the Special File Room of the Records Branchj Files and Communications 
Division, mere not reviewed, and it is not known whether they are 
identical with the subject of this summary. , . . i. 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

iUi_-aAA6l _«e;i ^ fllT 

-T-. JVWV* 

100-106670-2092 (2J 


See the search slip filed behind file for other references 
on this subject which contain the same Information (SI) that is set 
out in the main file. Although the information is the same It may have 
been received from different sources. 
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- Subject, who la 61 years old. has never been interviewed. In view 
of his close association with Mrs. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, and officials 
of the SCLC, it la felt that an interview would not be productive and 
could cause embarrassment to the Bureau. Accordingly, no attempt will; 
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King ‘Influencer 9 Named 

It 


The mysterious pchtn 
/ tnfluence w hose name the F 
f ffrretk invoked to persua 
L-^) Kobe; . F. Kf nnH> lo p err 
V * the wiretapping of Marl 

n i .di l> .. ._ «. - 

VI h+nm i ivin* Jr mas a :v 


By Laurence Stem 

e*«f *»#** * ' **r 

The mysterious political 
tnfluence w hose name the FBI 
persuade 
i permit 
Martin 

L^mhrf King Jr mgs a Sew 

York lawyer mho had been a 
clow friend and supporter of 
King . O 

fHe is Stanley i * 

dviJ rights activist w ho helped 
King since the days of the 
Ijirm ingham bus boycott with 
free legal and financial ad- 
vice, according to a 1BC1 book 


account whose accuracy was 
confirmed yesterday’ by a 
former high-ranking Justice 
Department official. 

The issue oi King * bugging 
and wiretapping during the 
Kennedy and Johnson ad- 
ministrations mas revived last 
meek in the Senate In- 
telligence committee, which 
maintained the high 
classification on Levison t 
identity accorded it by the 
FPL - - 

A tf-okesir.au for the 
committee said yesterday that 
the identity of the "king 


associate who triggered the 
wiretap and bugging was 
being kept secret for ‘national 
•ecunty" reasons rather than 
privacy grounds. 

Levison » rote In the King 
Surveillance mas described in 
detail, however, in the 1971 
book “Kennedy Justice” bv 
New York writer Victor 
Navasky. The account 
received virtually no attention 
in the news media and neither 
the FBI nor Justice Depart- 
ment has previously com- 

fc* KING, AS, Cat* 


[ 


= -»• *-» ** — 


1 Alleged ‘Influencer’ of , , 

Kpv.KtogUIden.iBrf^,,' 




KING. FYaui AI 
merited on Navasky's account. 

Id the wiretap requests of 
Oct. ? and it. l%3. w hich bore 
•the signed approval of Robert 
•F. Kennedy, ihen Attorney 
'General. FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover said the sur- 
veillance mas necessary “in 
* lew of the possible Com- 
munist influence in the racial 
Situation/’ Copies of the 
authorization reteased by the 
hcnate committee test meek 
deleted the identity of the 
person named in Hoover 
request. 

Hoov er memoranda hrari 
the initialed approv 
Kennc dy ’• successor, 
Nicholas Katrrnhsck. also 
said the installation of a bug 

weg npriSiUrx m m Vm Vm-S 

City hotel roum because of tha 
influence on King of 
dividual* with subversive 
backgrounds.*' 



KLu 

m 


**WASHINGTON POST" 
12/8/75 
rages 1 It 8 
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In thr testimony bit week 

J I.* — ■ « ■> bHil luiflAinlf 

fnf nc oircta^ *i»v 

ov* the suspected associate 
*TKmg mss described as a 
•*»ecret Communist" although 
there was never any evidence 
cited public i> that King or his 
movement, -the Southern 
Christian Leadership Con- 
ference. mas ever under any 
form o( Communist influence. 

KaUenbach testified last 
week that as a deputy to 
Kennrdv he m ailed seemc in 
1162 'one or more memoranda 
tilling, in substance, that an 
Important secret member of 
(he Communist Pam. known 
to be such to the FBI. mas m 
close contact with Dr. King 
and might be influencing the 
actions of Dr. King s 
% movement in mays amicable 
'lo the interests of the Soviet 
Union and contrary to those of 
(he United States " 

Kalzenbach said that 

I Robert Kennedy had a 
member of the Justice 
Departments civil rights 
division cal! upon King and 
* suggest that 44 H mas nothin his 
[ interest nor in the interest of 
his movement to have further 
^contact with this person. M 
* Katie nbach did not name the 


b 


4 v -.r . % - . t* ■ - ■- 

King, under prod ding from 
the Attorney s tw 

President, agreed to stop his 
association with Levison but 
then reconsidered and 
resumed the personal and 
marking relationship * # lf 

• ...Lut.- — kalt l« «M rn S M 

#I 1 TUW_' »■!»«» «V 

something of it let them *iy. M 
King is reported by Navasky 
to have told Levison. 

- "According !o the Ken- 
nedy ites. when the Fill mv 
litai Kmg hadn i really broken 
mith Lrvison, this confirmed 
Mr. Hoovers worst 
suspicions — that King mas 
either under Communist 
conlr»l or j rcmcMxs fellow 
traveler." Sa\ asky wtO* e. 

In all the controversy over 
the rrspottMbilily for the King 
wiretaps and buggirgs tnere 
has never been any sub- 
, tt a nti a lion of the Hoover 


se<&ej 


allegations against Levison 
that furnished the FBI 
rationale for the surveillance 
Levi son. who was away 
from his New York home 
yesterday rec u perating from 
surgery and therefore 

yj I nr 1C 

still active in civil righu legal 
mark ia New Yort. 

In her memoir. M My IJfe 
■Kith Mamn Luther King Jr.. - * 
Cnretta King recounted that in 
the various crises of his 
life— from his indictment in 
Montgomery, Ala . oo 
trumped-up Us falsification 
charges u. IW6 la his 
assassination \2 year* 
later— Lrvison mas always on 
hand “to offer usance . . . . 
Otways working in the 
background, his con in but mr 
hus been indispensable/' 



MARTIN LlTtlER KING JR. 
» * prodded b> Kewedyt 


King followed the 
ifuggestion for a wfule. Kat- 
ie nbach testified, but then 
resumed his contacts. ^ 

Afterward Homer prepared ^ 

m vneum iiKMiviVMHwd) j 

about Dr King, referring lo \ 
the fact af Communist in- J 
filtration in the movement and { 

.discussing questions of moral 
character/ said Kalzenbach. 

( When Hoover gave the 
(memorandum rn'ide eir* 
jmlatKWi m the government. 

1 Kat/enhach related. Kennedy 
1 bora me furious and wdfftd 
j him to w ithdraw all a »|wcs. 

1 Later, however. Kennedy 
! lulhunwdlhcwirrtapi 

According to Kavjfky I 
arcount. Ihr Justice Depar- 
tment tailed to provide King 1 

with the evidence be l 

requested to. substantiate the \ 

allegations against Lrvison 

and mistitv toe request that be * 
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Account whose Accuracy mas t associate m1v> triggered the 
confirmed yesterday by a *j wiretap and bugging was 


I . m # v * • r •• v 

The mysterious political { I former higtvrankiiig Justice (being kept secret for “national 
InfluiTrtt whose name liivFBI ■ f Department official. 1 a ’ **' “ 


seen My invoked io persuade 
Kok^F. K^antd) U> permit 
Ih* vMCtapping of Martin 
I .m ' i t Kng Jr was a New 
Yu). 1 :vyvr v.l:u hud been a 

... « H r( mr M *>»r*p *f 

VtUK |IK»iU flMU Hj'V* 'Vi V* 

K^ny O 

N** i> S’;i’:li v Levi>o?L a 
ci*il r itji Is i\ tiust w 1,0 he iped 
King since the days of tiiC? 
Hirmiugham to* boycott with j 
IfiT-riepa! it ri finznciul *d-j 
\tx t accord : .^ to a 1ST i Lock j 


j security “ reasons rather QiatL 
fi»e issue of King’s bugging privacy grounds, - , ) 

and wiretapping during the Levison’s role ir* the King 
Kennedy and Johnson ad- aorveillance si< described la ■ 

ministration* was revived last detail however, in the I97J ^ 

week in the Senate in- book M Kctincd;. justice** by 

fi<riioi4<rA r , . <ri r— ■ f"f A/- It’l.i/'h Vj‘tr VatL' hri tot Vif»tnr 

... . 
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maintained the high 
classification on Levison’s 
identity accorded it by I be 
FBL 

A i spokesman for the 
camrr.i!! ct said yesterday that 
the identity of the King 


Navasky. The account 
received virtually r«oatt*nik*i 
in the news imtlia and neither 
•he FBI nor Justice Depart* 
anenl has previously com* 


See KING. AS* Cat. t 


The Washington Post 
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The Nee York Tier* 
Tbe Well Sued Journal 
The National Observer 
Tbe Los Angeles Tiat 
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Alleged ‘Influiencerj ; 

*;j ^ *• — . v - , . - ' 

if Rev/Kin^Is Identified] i 


I KING, Prom Al 

merited on Nava sky's account Jf 
In the wiretap requests o ( 
Oct. 7 and IS, 196J, which bore, 
~ 'the signed ipproval of Robert! 
*F* Kennedy, then Attorney 
‘General, FBJ Director J. 
Edgar Hoover said the sur- 
veillance ma* Accessary *-in 
Vjew of the possible Com-f 

( iminist influence in the racial j 
• situation/' Copies of the! 
authorization released by the! 
Senate committee last week 
deleted the identity of the 
.person named in Hoover's 
request* 

Hoover memoranda bearing 
the initialed approval of 
Kennedy's successor, 

J Nicholas Katzenbaclc, also, 
said the installation of a bug} 

5 mas necessary in a New York, 
City hotel r>m* because of the i 
* influence on King of *‘in^ 
djviduut* with subversive 
backgrounds w 


In the testimony bst week 
on the wiretap and bugging 
case the suspected associate 
of King was described as a 
“secret Communist" although 
there mas ©ever any ev idence 
cited publicly th.it. King or his 
movement, the Southern 
Christian Leadership Con- 
ference, mas ever under any 
form of Communist influence. 

Kalzenbach testified last 
meek that as*s deputy to 
Kennedy he recalled seeing in 
1962 * ‘one or more men toranda 
Staling, in sub$lance, that an 
important secret member of 
the Communist Party, known 
to be such to the FBI, mas in 
clothe contact with Dr ‘King 
and might be influencing the 
actions of Dr* King’s 
^movemeni in wavs amicable 
*to the interests of the Soviet 
Union and contrary to thuve of 
the United Slates." 

Katzenbach said tfut 
*| Robert Kennedy had a 

I 1 member of the Justice 
Department's civil rights 
division call upon King and 
surest thul “it was not in his 
interest nor in the interest cf 
hL movement to have further 
■ cOlilDfi With inis person.** 
1 Katzenbach did not name the 

person. . - 

| King follow ca the 
isuggtstion fur a while, Kal- 
'zmbarh testified, but then 


riAUiuru 


iVLl«U). 


King, tmder prodding from 
the Attorney General and 
President, agreed to stop bis 
association with Levison but 
then reconsidered ‘ tnd 
resumed the personal and 
working relationship. “If 
.anybody wants to make 
•omething of it let them try.*' 
King is reported by Navasky 
to have told Levison. 

-According to the Keo- 
tvedyile*, when the FBI law 
that King hadn't really broken 
with Levison. this confirmed 
Hr. Hoover's worst 
suspicions— that King mas 
either ‘under Communist 
control or a cons nous fellow 
.traveler/’ Navasky wrote. 

In all the controversy over 
the responsibility for the King 

* wiretaps and bugging* there 
has never been any sub- 

• sUmtiat i on of t he Hoover 


! Negations against Levison 
tat furnished the FBI 
rationale for the strvetUance 
I Levison. who was away 
(lorn bis New York home 
yesterday recuperating from 
surgery and therefore 
ms vat table for comment is 
still active in civil rights legal 
work in New York, 

In her memoir, “My life 
*%ith Martin Luther King Jr„ H 
Core t La King recounted that in 

I the various crises of his 
life— from bis Indictment in 

ll nnt'fnnorv SI* Aih 

j , •••■> *». *■» 

jtrumped up tax falsification 
• charges in 1956 to his 
assassination 12 years 
later — Levjsoo mas always on 
Itund “to offer assistance « , « 

klmv« WArkinp in Ihe 

r - - ’ -/ - - v - — 

background. bis coatribaiiori 
Jhjs been indispensable " v 


i 


i 


Afterward Hwncr prepared 
“a detailed memorandum 
aN*j! Dr, King. refarrinit to 
thr fact nf Com putt, is t ir. 
Iihrjfton srs IK* mmiim'At and 

. *|UCsuiUil!i vf 

;dtu Jvbv/’fcjid Kll/rtihin*h 
j When lluuvrr gave tin* 
ii.i*inurantuD tLidr c»r- 
IcuLiliiNi lit tliv gmvromenl. 
Kiit/cntacli rvtdeth Kennedy 

, lRT4iiH : fmiifJS OFlu UTuOivd 

tv c tii lu withdraw ;dl copies 
Ijiit, fcrwevcr, KoimnJy' 
3tfth«ri/td tlie wiretap^ 
Amirdtiig to \uv:ihS> 

' aemufit. IK Judnv Ihpnr- 

a « a»:i ■ .«.*u4,. V^i.l 

| lilt'd* ■UIK'Xt tW Jitrinn. I»"i^ 

with the evidence hr 
ntj*»"*fi | d tu eutrst.'intiaU 1 IK* 
jH»y;i|iuttii IjrvKoti 

m¥\ yrdify li'w*r»qtH«>t Nut he 

nildMIca^riiition, 
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ByDocOberdorfer 

the New 

York civil right* activist 
tecreUy cited by the FBI In 
•Megalions that the Rev. Dr.fr 
Martin Luther King Jr waa'J 
under Communist influence, i 
says he was merely an FBI i 
“acapegoaL” 

Levison spoke up ia a 
telephone Interview last week 
after being Identified in press 
reports as the "mysterious 
political Influence" whose 
name the FBI had used in 
warnings to the highest of* 
ficials of the Kennedy ad- 
ministration more than 
decade ago. ■ 

Now 4n poor health anf 
retired from most business 
and civic activity, Levison 
•aid the late FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover's "prlmiry 
objective was to ‘get* Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. My 
conclusion is that I was a 
scapegoat Hoover was wing 
for this purpose." 

New information about the 

ton * i * . * 

r si warnings— anq u« 
wiretapping and bugging of 
King— surfaced in (be current 
Senate intelligence committee 

bearings. 

The details Vr tne TbI’s 
a negation* against Levison 
have never bear made public. 
Various reports have quoted, 
the FBI as claiming that a]] 
mysterious “secret Com*! 
mimiat” close to King was el 
danger to ns lions! security. 

M I was never a member of 
the Communist Party/* said 
Levison. “1 did know some 
people who were . . . Par- 


/ 

1 


ticolarly fa the ltfas afl 

IMOs you scarcely could have 
been an intellectual in New 
York wilhoat knowing some." 

Levison said Usr lUaifas 
•gainst him were a case of 
“guilt bv association*' com- 
pounded by allegations from a 
former business associate who 
falsely named ether persons 
as "secret Communists’* fa 
order to dear himself. 

Levison, who is «S, calls 
himself "a political kind of 
person." Re was a prominent 
member of a New York 
businessmen's committee for 
the re-election of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1M4 
and at various times a vice 
president of (he Metropolitan 
New York Council of 4 the 
American Jewish Con g re ss , 
treasurer of an Episcopal 
Church magazine called The 
Churchman, an adviser in the 
organizing efforts of (he New 
York Hospital Workers Hoke 
and a guiding force behind Use 
New York Citizen's Inquiry on 
Parole and Criminal Justice. 
He has also been an attorney ^ 
a reai estate man, a Pom 
Motor Co. dealer and fa the t 
import-export business among / 
Mhera. _ J 

His most noteworthy acj 
tlvity, as a friend, financial 
backer and adviser of the late 
Dr. King, began during the 
days of the Montgomery bus 
boycott fa yean ago. Levison 
was introduced to King by 
Bayard Ruitin, a black leader 

L. Wt mr _ i * 1 k J *- - ^ 

vn (\cw j on. Levitan ou vw 

legal work for King, and 
devised fiatd-raisfag appeals 
for King's Southern Christina 
Lea denhip Conference. 
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' MARTIN LUTHER KING A. 
\ • . jt« Jecied waradag 

Rep Andrew Young (D- 

J Ga) rtcaiJt that King 
Arranged for him to be In- 
terviewed by Leviaon before 
hiring him as an SCLC aide in 
the early IMOs. When 
President Kennedy warned 
King about the relationship 
with be vis on in a White House 
Rose Garden conversation in 
I M3, King assigned Young to 
find out from Justice 
Department officials the 
details of the "threat” which 
Levison was thought to pose. 

Despite the war* 
nlngs— which arose from FBI 
’ reports— neither senior 

1 * Justice Department officials 
nor anyone else could produce 
any hard information against 
Levison, Young recalled. King 
- flatly disbelieved the 
1 allegations, according to 

Young 

* • “We knew what com- 
ttuxdsm was. There had never 



J. EDGAR HOOVER 
• . <aaid aut te "get" Uaf 


been anything In his 
tLevison’s) influence on the 
movement that suggested 
anything more radical than 
we were suggesting ourselves 
. . . If anything, he was a 
conservative influence. He 
was very cautious about 
becoming Involved with the 
war in Vietnam, for exam- 
ple" Young said. 

( Levison said he refused on 
Fifth Amendment grounds to 
answer questions In a dosed 
session of the Senate Internal 
Security Committee in IK2. 
Levison said be did 10 because 

*L.~. 

ICilCU . UR 

session— evidently based od 
bis former business 
associate's Charges would 

amount loan t tlock on King. 

In fact, he sold, King’s name 
never came up at the hearing, 
which centered on the names 


of New Tort 
tmknown to him. A spoke 
•for the Senate conunltt 
could find eo record of i 
Levison hearing in a search & 
cpmqjuatHai last wash 

Despite kck «f 
King terminated his rdatt 
with Levison for a time i 
Kennedy's warnings. After | 
few months, however, 
began calling on Levison lor 
advice again. According U 
Levison, King Mid the 
breaking off of relations had 

bees "a mistake." 

. r- , - *’v*. • ■ 

King’s resumed relationship 
with Levison is believed to 
hove been died by the FBI 
when It obtained spproval 
from Attorney General Robert 
F. Kennedy in October, IMS, 
for wireupi on King. Tbo 
Senate intelligence committee 
published documents leading 
to this conclusion, though 
Levison’s name was deleted. . 

Levison said he did an 
believe his own telephone hM 
been routinely Upped, nor dB 
the FBI ever interview him. “I 
was In the telephone 
book— both my business and 
residence. But nobody was 
sent to see me." 

" The New York attorney aald 
Hoover was only Intended ta 

Main m$ m audio fur iulddoj 

King. "You remember when 
Hoover called King *n 
notorious Bar.’ . . . Well, ran ■ 
delighted that new the Senate i 
hearings have disclosed it was 
Hoover that was a notorious 
liar rather than Martin loiter 
King," Levison declared. 
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This informative memorandum to 

discussion held 12/15/75 by Supervisor!^ 

Intelligence Division, with Robert Murphy, Criminal 
Chief, Civil Rights Division of the Department, concerning a 
project underway involving Departmental review of King and 
related files. 


ectlon 


Inasmuch as we have canvassed all field offices, at 
the Department's request, for inventories of pertinent files, ’ 

inquiry was made of liurphy as to whether or not the Department ' 

visualized some time reviewing field files. Be stated that 
this might occur but, If so, it would likely be on a limited 
basis. For example. Departmental personnel might visit some 
‘key offices such as Atlanta and New York. \ 

b7C 

Attempt was made by^^|^^^ to obtain some assessment 
as to how long this project would continue. Uurphy advised 
that early next week, definitely before Christmas, the Civil 
Rights Division will furnish the Attorney General a status 
report which will emphasize the enormity of the task given them 
if all relevant files were actually to be reviewed. It is 
intended that the Attorney General be told that it is impossible 
.for ,the limited number of personnel now assigned to this project 
| (three individuals, Including Assistant Attorney General 
Pottinger), to complete the task of reviewing all serials in - 
all files unless they were given years to do so. Murphy 
visualized the possibility that the Attorney General might assign 
a staff of attorneys who would work on the file review for several 
months. 


to b 
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Because the Department requested as 
viewed that of K ing's former close aciv 

he Ha. 



inquired as to the 


100=100670 



^*JAN 2 1976 



1 *- { r l X u fpp * **? v r? 1,1 1 

: ' v v/ - : * \ <■'./ 





Memorandum to Ur, V, R, Oannall 
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr, 

100-10CG70 
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Department's extreme interest in this particular file and how 
it is visualized that the Levison investigation would have any 
bearing on the completeness of our investigation of the 
assassination of King, Murphy responded that its interest in 
the Levi son case stens only from their Interest in insuring we 
originally had a firm basis for the King investigation. Their 
interest is also tied in with an earlier suspicion that Levison 
f might have been a Bureau informant. (This matter was covered 


kiurpny iniiicaieu inai 11 ana wnen rapes are xo oe listened to, 
It is their intention that it be done only by Pottinger. 

Murphy was advised that because the Department *s 
original request in this matter dated 12/4/75 a sited for 
inventories "in your field offices," we bad canvassed only 
field offices, to the exclusion of Legate, He was told of our 
procedure on file destruction by Legate, but that there aight 
be sone material in some Legate* offices, particularly in 

( Mexico City. He indicated that for the time our canvass of 
field offices only is sufficient and that we should take go 
action as to inventorying Legats* offices. 


in our files in late ?9G3 and early 1964 which refer to some 
differences between Mr. Hoover and the the then Domestic 
Intelligence Division oh .the King and related investigations, 
Murphy was told that some of Hr. Hoover’s remarks written Into 
the files were of a sarcastic nature and for a full understanding 
he should be aware of the .atmosphere then existing between 
Hoover and then Assistant Director Uilliam C. Gullivan. In that 



Finally, Murphy was briefed concerning certain material 
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Xn connection with an ongoing project being bundled 
In the IS*1 Section, XNTD, wherein Department personnel ere y\ 
reviewing our flies concerning Martin Luther King, Jr, , end ^ 
related matters, it Is necessary that we have on hand end . ! 

readily available all sections, Including JUNE folders, of T ab ^ v v ^ 
the files relrtlng to King and the four other matters noted -’- v - 
below for copy designation of this m@5orendms s These files 
are <{ulte voluminous ranging from 14 to 162 sections in alee 
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-• V 


To facilitate the maintenance of these files In the 


;\ 


-c\:. 

yUT-.r 

moat practical manner for file review. It is suggested - * w :* ^ \ 

authority be granted for their maintenance on e temporary - : y.- y 
basis in Room 4077 r J. Edgar Hoover Building, and charged to , *. ^ 

Unit Chief P. E. Nugent .V "fy** cg_~7L^ jf^ 

v fc . ~ •'* * Upon approval, Records Section, Tiles end CoaBunlce*'^ 
tlons Division, recharge the designated fllesno Mr, fhigent «T ; «T 
Vhen the need no longer exists for this specif 1 mrlntenance — 
of these files, appropriate action will be taken to return^;;y;.\ 
them to the Records Section, 
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Kifig Adviser Says FBI Used’ BE $ 


B y Doe Oberdorkr 
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gUrifcy*i*rfsta, Ito New 
Y^n r tTtrrtfhti activist 
•ecretiy cited by the FBI in 
allegation* that 0* Rev, Dr, 
iUruc Lulher King Jr. was 
wmrirr Communist influence, 
tov» be eras merely an FBI 
«mcMpep»l" 

Uviioo spoke «p In • 
telephone interview last week 
after being identified in press 
, reports as Ike "mysterious 
[ political influence'* whose 
lane the FBI had used in 
warnings to the highest of* 
facials of the Kennedy ad- 
wunistration more than a 
Acade ago. 

> Now in poor health and 
* retired hem mast business 
and civic activity. Lev iso n 
■aid the late FBI Director J, 
Edgar Hoover's "primary 
objective was to *get* Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr* kfy 
conclusion is that I was a 
scapegoat Hoover was using 
ter this purpose “ 

flew Information about the 
FBI warnings— and the 
wiretapping and tugging of 
Ring— surfaced in the current 
Senate intelligence committee 
hearinm. 

The details of the FBI's 
allegations against Levison 
hive never beat made public. 
Various reports have quoted 
the FBI at claiming that a 
myferious “secret Com- 
mwftsT close to King was a' 
daiuer to national security. 

*Pwis never a member of 
the Communist Party/* mid 
Levison. "I did know home 
people who were . » .{Far* 

Mr 


ticularty to the UBi and 
mot you scarcely could have 
been an intellectual in New 
York witboat knowing some** 

Levison said the charges 
against bin were a ease of 
"guilt by association" com- 
pounded by allegations from a 
former whim* associate who 
falsely aimed other persons 
at "secret Com rousts" la 
order to dear himself. 

Levison. who is C3, calk 
himself "a political kind M 
person." He was s prominent 
member of a New York 
businessmen's committee for 
(he re-election of President 
Franklin D Roosevelt m 1044 
and at various times a vice 
president af (be Metropolitan 
New York Council of the 
American Jewish Congress, 
treasurer of an Episcopal 
Church magazine called The 
Churchman, an adviser in tbe 
organizing efforts of the New 
York Hospital Workers Union 
and a guiding force behind the 
New York Citizen's Inquiry on 
Parole and Criminal justice. 
He has ako been an attorney, 
a real estate man, a Ford 
Motor Co. dealer and to the 
: Import -espon business among 
others. * 

His most noteworthy ac- 
tivity, as o friend, financial 
backer and adviser of the late 
Dr. King, began during the 
days of (be Montgomery bus 
boycott 90 years ago Levison 
was introduced to King by 
Bayard Austin, a black leader 
to New York. Levison <§d free 
legal work for King, and 
devised fund making appeals 
for King's Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference — 

uunEHf 





MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
..AjtoWvtnkf *s 

Rep. Andrew Young (D- 
Ga ) * recalls that King 
arranged for bin) to be In- 
terviewed by Lrviaon before 
biring him at an SCLC aide in 
the early 1960s. When 
President Kennedy warned 
King about the relationship 
*01111) Levison in a White House 
Rose Garden conversation in 
1963. King assigned Young to 
find out from Justice 
Department officials the 
details of the “threat” which 
Levison was thought to pose. 

Despite the war- 
nings— which arose tram FBI 
reports— neither senior 
justice Deportment officials 
«or anyone else could produce 
‘any hard information against 
Levitan, Young recalled. King 
flatly disbelieved the 
allegations, according to 
Young. 

“We knew what com-, 
muhtsm was. There had never 


J. EDGAR BOOVKR 
.. mlfwt to "gel"! 


been anything la ' hit 
( Levison 'i) hrfhjenee on the 
movement that suggasted 
anything more radical than 
we were suggesting ourselves 
... If anything, be was a 
conservative influence. He 
was very cautions about 
becoming to reived wttb the 
war in Vietnam, for exam- 
pie." Young said. 

Levison said be refused on 
'Fifth Amendment grounds to 
answv questions In n dosed 
session of the Senate Internal 
Security Committee In UG. 
Levison said be did ao because 
bo feared the 
session— evidently based on 
bis former business 
associate’s charges— would 

amount to an attack on King.- 

' to fad, be laid. King’s name 
mcre~ came up at Lbe bearing 
which centered on the i 
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STANLEY LEVISON, C7; 

; ADVISEfTl) DR. KING 


Hew York lawyer Had a Key Role 
in S.C.LC. Efforts to Further 
Civil Rights Movement 


{unity David Ltvlaan, a Mew York 
lawyer and but Inca* roan, who vu a key 
advtaer to die Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
Kina Jr. and an Important behind- tbe- 
figure tat the Southern Christian 


Leadership Conference, died Wednesday 
at Ms borne after a lone Illness. Mr. Levi* 
■on. who lived at K> East End Avenue, 


was 17 yean old. 

As a lawyer, Mr. Levfson played a 


prominent role in dvil 
labor causes. Be was 


•rtelL. 
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OWN CONTAINED 


mnn wwv*. H. ■ ' — far hil 

strong support of the S.C.L.C., the son- 


violent group that Dr. King beaded and 
larged into • powerful arm of the dvil 
tights movement In the IM’l. 


Andrew Young, former chief United 


Cuts delegate to the United Nations. 
* ‘ now In ~ ' " 


who Is nowi Douala, Cameroon, anld of 
Mr. Levitan: 

"Sun Levison was one of die ri oee et 
friends Martin King and t ever had. Of all 
the unknown supporters of the dvil right* 
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*' Fran Atlanta, Dr. King’* widow, Co- 
iwtta Scott Kfag, paid tribute to Mr. UvW 

T V**I wastsep^’iaMmed to faam of the 
-death of Stanley Levison. Stanley Levison 
wy non than ear of my husbands amt 
lyaJ and supportive (Heads. Be was a 


I 


I HM ffi r tlv t .. _ 

Crimed and dedicated adviser. a rte fee 
to play In support of my wort 


at (be Martin Luther Kina Jr 
Social Change Because be eras such a 


man, few people know of the mag 

adtude of bis eontrlbutiane to the labor, 
civil rights and peace movements Be 
was truly one efthe greatest mwuag 
>•»««* la the nonviolent atruggle Ibr tue- 
(ioe and social decen c y in mJb-cenniry 
America.** 

Mr. Uvim % m) Mtite hiMfm tM 
Ford dealer who wu active to the Amert- 
w Jevte Congrees, influenced fee 
financial policies, strategy and tactics 
aaed by Dr. Kte and the 5X.L.C. 

b the past, me Federal Bureau of in. 
twRigeUon asserted (bat Mr. Levtan 
was s Communist influence on the move, 
sent and used the assertion to lustily to 
ete c t r o ni c monitoring of Dr. Bh’i ac- 
tivities. ^ . 

The bureau new 
Bs allegation, auS 
lemon was never fadictad far any ai- 
fagwd failure Wntgtiter at a member of 
Commimiet Party. And fa in, altar 
-tern programs bad ravtwsd the 
!, Mr. Lrvlsoo asserted fa an tom 
• view, “1 was not nor am 1 bow e member 
’ at tbe Communist Party. • 


id any proof of 

Mtfif Up 


"No one with s . 

■ have concluded that a man with tbe farm 
~ if intellect and fierce fadepa 
Martin Xing had could have 
— tad by any body ** 

Mr.UnSSwuSrBFm S.CUC m 
an wip e id volunteer. Bis son, Andrew, 
afad (hit r ‘ 


Mr. Lovfaon bad 
i Btvtng Dr. Xing tbe idoa far be 
Foot People’s Campaign, the march on 
Washington that Dr. King had baen plan, 
ata^sbortly before he was asaasataatsd 

eafactan^iatiSama^faiiMi s ei m fa 
be BOO’a, q uesti one d whether tt was ep- 
'Pruprtate far Mr. Levison. an outsider, to 


fantbetmefaly concerned Maths. 


Bag fa M3 that be rtouM 
famsetf rromMr 

ot from allegations 


munist ties. Victor Navaaky, said fa Ms 
prise. winning beck *’Kam*ay Juatiea. 1 


Nevertheless Mr, 

Influential with Dr. Kfag until 
hader was failed, sad waited afterward 
with Mrs. King. • 

Mr. Levison lived fa New Yurt, where 
Be was hora on May L MU, 

Barry Dudley Lavtson, a ‘ 

Buff Fj ffh irr KlrNfin LtrjiB 

b the early IMO's, Mr. 

‘at the University of Mid 
University, and the New Sdocl far Social 
;teaeerrh before taking a barhelnr at 
fawx degree fa Ufa at St. John’s Univent- 
rty.wWcb also awarded Mm a mastaref 
fawe tbe ant year. , ■ ■ < 

r Mr. Levison began practicte bw fa 
tew Yurt fa UX, nerved with the Coast 
. Ouard fa World War D, end was action fa 


i r 


a variety of busts 
Ford dealership, a 1 


Mr. Lovtaoo ts eurvtvnd by Ms wtto, tha 
• mnner Beatrice Mertfa, a reading spe- 
' ctalist at the Nortbslde Canter for'CMM 
. Development; a ion, Andrew of Atlanta. 

; and f brother, Roy fiaoMtL 

A memorial service wQ] beheld 
~~ Monday, Sept K at fPJI. at tbs Martin 
Luther Kfag Jr. Labor Carter at District 




* Ad‘ 


- 4 ‘ 


i -jf 4 i ;V 




